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COUNTY COUNCIL

Minutes of a virtual meeting of the County Council held on Wednesday, 9 
September 2020 at 10.00 am 

PRESENT:

Councillor Mrs C Bowditch (Chair)

Mr J Airey
Mr T Allison
Mr AL Barry
Mr J Bell
Mrs PA Bell
Mr B Berry
Mr RW Betton
Mr RK Bingham
Mr J Bland
Mr A Bowness
Mr M Brereton
Mrs A Burns
Mrs HF Carrick
Mr F Cassidy
Mr W Clark
Mr SB Collins
Mr A Connell
Mr GD Cook
Mr N Cotton
Mr P Dew
Ms C Driver
Ms D Earl
Mr GM Ellis
Mr D English
Mrs S Evans
Miss HJ Fearon

Mr D Gawne
Mr HGG Graham
Mr W Graham
Mrs BC Gray
Mr KR Hamilton
Mrs RC Hanson
Dr S Haraldsen
Mr M Hawkins
Mr K Hitchen
Mr C Hogg
Mr JS Holliday
Mr N Hughes
Mr MA Johnson
Mr A Kennon
Mr AWC Lamb
Lord R Liddle
Mr J Lister
Mr KA Little
Dr K Lockney
Mr T Lywood
Mrs EA Mallinson
Mr J Mallinson
Mr NH Marriner
Ms C McCarron-Holmes
Mr W McEwan
Mr A McGuckin

Mr P McSweeney
Mr FI Morgan
Mr GRPM Roberts
Mrs S Sanderson
Mr B Shirley
Mr DE Southward
Mrs V Tarbitt
Mr P Thornton
Mrs C Tibble
Mr CP Turner
Mrs H Wall
Mr R Watson
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr C Weber
Mr D Whipp
Mr T Wentworth Waites
Mr CJ Whiteside
Mr S Wielkopolski
Mrs EL Williamson
Mr M Wilson
Mr AW Wonnacott
Mr MH Worth
Mr R Worthington
Mr SF Young

There were 72 members present at the start of the meeting. 

102 ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Barbour, Mr A Markley, Mrs M Rae, 
Mr S Stoddart, Mrs J Willis and Mr D Wilson.
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103 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr K Little declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda Item No 10 – 2019/20 Annual 
Report of the Fire Local Pension Board, as he was a recipient of a Fire Service 
Pension.  He took no part in the meeting during discussion of this item.
  

104 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED, that the press and public be not excluded from any item of business 
on the agenda today.

105 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no public questions, petitions or statements made to the Council.

106 MINUTES

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the previous meeting held on 13 February 2020 
be agreed with the following amendments:-

Page 11 - Minute 93 Second Paragraph
Final sentence there is a word missing – change from ‘The Chair had met from 
across the site’ to read ‘The Chair had met staff from across the site’  

Page 12 – Minute 93 Third Paragraph from the bottom
Change from ‘there was around 40 premises’ to ‘there were around 40 premises’ 

Page 26 – Minute 97 Third Paragraph
First sentence – change the word ‘put’ to ‘out’

Page 28 – Minute 101 Speeches 
20 isn’t plenty - remove the £ from the opening sentence to read 20 isn’t plenty

Also on page 28 – Minute 101 speeches - add in the following paragraph

Mr C Whiteside gave a speech on school transport, expressing concern that some 
200 VI form students in Cumbria were affected by the interaction of school transport 
rules, funding arrangements for post-16 transport, and new regulations designed get 
a better deal to disabled customers. 

Mr N Hughes proposed two further amendments from the floor:-

Page 25 – Minute 97 – Questions 
Last paragraph the member suggested adding in the following sentence at the end 
of the paragraph ‘The portfolio holder also said that the Council does not have a 
policy on not subsidising buses’.
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Page 26 – Minute  97 – Questions
At the end of the second paragraph add in an additional sentence ‘ The portfolio 
holder said that Local Committee Chairs would be consulted on this’.

107 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Chair began by saying that this was the first meeting of Council since the sad 
passing of County Councillor Lawrence Fisher.  She asked members to join her for 
a minute of silence as a mark of respect to Cllr Fisher.  

The Chairman, and the Leader of the Conservative Group, followed by the leaders 
of the Labour and Liberal Democrat Groups expressed their condolences to Mr 
Fisher’s family and spoke about his character, his contribution to the County 
Council, and his constituents and of their sadness at his death.

The Chair informed members that she had circulated details of the Chairman and 
Vice Chairman’s engagements since the last meeting by email, for information only.

She informed council that as a result of the Covid19 outbreak and the impact that 
this has had on the organisation she had agreed to stay on as Chair of Cumbria 
County Council until next year, making the full duration of her role two years.

The Chair expressed her heartfelt gratitude to everyone working for the County 
Council, from those on the front line and directly involved with the response, to 
those providing vital backroom support and maintaining their day job – and of 
course to Members too, for working closely and tirelessly with residents and local 
communities.

The impact of Covid 19 had been far-reaching and had affected many aspects of 
people’s lives including: the education of children; the fact that residents in care had 
not been able to access the support of their nearest and dearest; and the notable 
impact on people’s mental health and wellbeing.

The Chair finished by mentioning Emergency Services Day, also known as 999 Day, 
which was today, and asked members to join her in applauding all those that worked 
in the emergency services sector.  

The Leader of the Council said the last few months had been difficult for everyone 
and he was afraid this was going to continue for the foreseeable future.  He wanted 
to add his thanks to those of the Chairman in thanking all the County Council staff, 
who, as well as dealing with their own personal circumstances had gone above and 
beyond in helping to keep county council services operating wherever possible to 
support residents.

He also took the opportunity to thank elected members, who had been heavily 
involved in supporting residents and their communities during the crisis.

The Cabinet Member for Health and Care Services made an announcement on 
Cumbria Care.
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She thanked all of the care staff, who had worked tirelessly during the last six 
months supporting and caring for the most vulnerable through the pandemic.  As we 
adjust to living with the threat of Covid 19 the staff continued to provide quality care 
and support for all residents and service users.

The Cabinet Member then brought members up to date with testing in residential 
homes and the reopening of day care services.

The Cabinet Member for Children’s Services was delighted to announce that last 
weekend the Cumbria Children in Care Council won the prize of Youth Council of 
the Year for the North West Region.  Council congratulated the young people on this 
wonderful achievement.

The Cabinet Member for Schools and Learning made an announcement on schools.  

She said 2020 had proven to be one of the most challenging years for schools and 
education.  On behalf of Cumbria County Council she thanked all of the staff, 
volunteers and partnerships that had worked tirelessly for schools and families 
during the Covid 19 pandemic.

She informed members of the work that had taken place in schools during the 
summer months to develop a directory of summer activities in each of the six 
districts in Cumbria, and also detailed the work that had been done to ensure 
schools were ready to open for all year groups in September.  The Cabinet Member 
also detailed the work undertaken by County Council staff in Children’s Services, 
Public Health, and Health and Safety Teams, who had been working closely with 
schools to offer advice and support both before, and since, reopening.

The Cabinet Member for Environment made a statement about the proposed 
Energy from Waste Facility at Kingmoor Park.

All members had received an email from the Chief Legal Officer last week about 
this, but the Cabinet Member wanted to take the opportunity to update members on 
this mistake in the planning process.  She took members through the background of 
the decision and outlined how the error in the planning process came to light.  She 
reassured council the mistake made had been an administrative error, and that a 
lessons learned exercise was now taking place for this.

She then made a further announcement about the West Cumbria Mine Application.  
The original determination date was scheduled for 20 August but that this decision 
had been postponed to ensure the application could be considered fully and with 
due care.  In order to support the determination of the planning application 
independent specialist advice had been sought which had delayed the process.  
This application would be considered by the Development Control and Regulation 
Committee in due course.

The Cabinet Member for Public Health and Community Services made an 
announcement on Testing Centres in Cumbria.
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Members were aware of recent challenges in Cumbria with accessing Covid-19 
testing, including examples of people being told that they needed to travel 
unreasonable distances to access a testing centre.

Nationally, the demand for tests was now greater than the capacity of the testing 
system. This was leading to difficulties in booking a test and delays in results 
coming through. The national testing system had been trying to manage this by 
prioritising testing in areas with high rates of Covid-19. Because of this, there had 
been times when Cumbria’s testing facilities had simply been removed from the 
national booking portal.

The Cabinet Member was pleased to say that negotiations had taken place with the 
Department of Health to ensure that this does not happen in future.  However, this 
remained a complex and changing situation, with the local public health team 
working hard to influence and shape nationally controlled resources. 

The Chair announced that Mr H Graham, Lord Liddle, Mr Lywood and Mr M Wilson 
had joined the meeting.

The Cabinet Member then made another announcement on library services.

Members were aware the County Council had successfully reopened the six main 
libraries on Monday 10 August with new Covid-secure measures in place. Feedback 
from staff and customers was that the libraries were operating safely and effectively. 
The Cabinet Member outlined the work that had taken place to ensure the libraries 
were opened safely to protect safety of staff and customers.

Proposals were now being finalised to reopen some of the branch libraries and the 
Cabinet Member would keep members posted on this.

There were no announcements from the Chief Executive on this occasion.

108 MINUTES OF CABINET

(A) Minutes of the Cabinet - 11 June

The Chair invited members to ask questions of the Leader and Cabinet Members on 
the Cabinet Minutes from 11 June 2020.

Mr N Hughes referred to the last paragraph of Minute No 107 – Cumbria County 
Council’s Response to the Covid 19 Pandemic in which it stated that Government 
had assured all councils that they would be compensated for Covid 19 related costs.  
He asked the Deputy Leader if this was still the position.

The Deputy Leader replied to say the minister that made the original statement was 
no longer the Minister of Housing, Communities and Local Government, but that he 
hoped the new minister would honour these assurances.  The Deputy Leader 
commented on the limited nature of the guarantee.  It was originally thought that the 
funding would cover both the costs and the loss of income suffered by Councils. 
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However, this had proved not to be the case.  The Leader and Deputy Leader hold 
frequent meetings with other councils and Cumbria appeared to be somewhere in 
the middle of the pack when it comes to the financial resilience of local authorities 
nationally.  Challenging conversations with Ministers took place at every meeting 
about this.

On Page 33 Minute No 107 Mr P Dew asked the Cabinet Member for Health and 
Care Services how the County Council viewed the private sector provision and in 
particular residential care homes, who he felt played an equally vital role in care 
provision in Cumbria.

The Cabinet Member responded to say that at all the recent Cabinet meetings she 
had talked about how brilliant all care and support workers had been during these 
unprecedented times, including those in the private sector.

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2020 be noted.

(B) Minutes of Cabinet - 23 July

On Page 48 – Minute No 12 Carlisle Southern Link Road - Mr Clark applauded 
Cumbria County Council’s ambitious plans for economic growth in Carlisle by 
providing significant financial support for the Carlisle Southern Link Road.  He asked 
the Leader how Cabinet would ensure that the whole county, including both the 
south lakes and rural areas, would continue to have a voice and receive a fair share 
of the support they deserve.

The Leader responded by detailing the approach being used for investment within 
the county.  He mentioned specifically the Borderlands Project, which covered all 
local authorities which bordered the England/Scotland border.  Both Cumbria 
County Council and Carlisle City Council were members of the Borderlands Project 
Board.  As Leader of the County Council he was keen to ensure that resources 
secured through Borderlands were spread across the whole of the county.  He then 
detailed a number of possible projects including the Windermere Gateway and the 
Cycleway over the southern side of Dunmail Raise.  

The Leader reassured members that he wanted to see investment boost the 
economy throughout the whole of Cumbria. 

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the Cabinet Meeting held on 23 July 2020 be 
noted.

109 CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2020-2025 - FINANCIAL UPDATE

Mr A Wonnacott joined the meeting at this point.

The Deputy Leader presented a report which informed members that in February 
2020 Council approved a Capital Programme of £286.379m (excluding Accountable 
Bodies) for 2020-2025, and agreed to include any slippage from the 2019/20 
programme into the 2020/21 programme.  The purpose of this report was to confirm 
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the revised Capital Programme 2020/21 2 2024/25 seek approval to re-profile spend 
between financial years within the programme and approve new schemes and 
revisions as recommended by Cabinet at its meetings on 11 June and 27 August 
2020.

Overall for 2019/20 there was a variance against the Council capital budget of 
£17.338m; with actual spend of £90.891m compared to the £108.229m capital 
budget. This variance is made up of (£18.329m) slippage, £1.206m of accelerated 
spend and an underspend position of (£0.215m).

Cabinet at its meeting in June approved the following amendments to the Capital 
Programme 2020-25.

 the addition of £19.502m external funding to existing schemes 
including the allocation of £9.625m of Additional Pothole Action 
Fund to the Local Committees.

 the addition of a £0.150m externally funded new scheme. 

Council was asked to approve the following reprofiling of schemes within the Capital 
Programme from 2020/21 to future years.

4.1.1 Children’s - Inclusion Strategy (£1.660m) from 2020/21 and 
(£1.244m) from 2021/22 to £2.904m 2022/23 due to delays in site 
requirements for Alternative Provision. These have now been 
resolved and work is progressing. 

4.1.2 People – Adults Extra Care Housing (£0.373m) from 2020/21 to 
£0.083m 2022/23 and £0.290m to 2023/24 due to restricted working 
methods due to Covid 19 on one site and delays in the programme 
delivery. 

4.1.3 Economy and Infrastructure including:

- £5.628m for DfT Flood Recovery Scheme from 2020/21 to 
2021/22 due to delays in a small number of projects related to 
statutory approvals and agreements with land owners. 

- £3.475m for A595/A684 Road Safety Foundation Schemes from 
2020/21 to 2022/23 due to delay in the release of funding from 
the Department for Transport.

- £1.000m for Area Planning from 2020/21 to 2022/23 due to 
projects requiring a longer period of development than originally 
anticipated.

Council was also asked to approve the addition of new schemes to the 2020-25 
Capital Programme.

- The ESFA have recently confirmed the Basic Needs grant for 
2020/21 of £1.847m and 2021/22 of £1.958m. 
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At its meeting on 27 August 2020, Cabinet agreed, in respect of the Carlisle 
Southern Link Road, the acquisition of land and new rights over land by agreement 
and the making and, if confirmed, implementation of a Compulsory Purchase Order 
(CPO) and a Side Roads Order (SRO) in order to construct the Carlisle Southern 
Link Road (CSLR) to unlock the St Cuthbert’s Garden Village (SCGV), improve the 
strategic highway network and address local transport issues.  Cabinet also 
approved the additional contributions of £138.018m (£136.957m to the Capital 
Programme 2020/21-2024/25 and £1.061m to 2025/26), following approval of the 
CSLR GDA at its meeting on the 23 July 2020, and the signing of the GDA on 31 
July 2020.  

Mr Dew said the background contained within the report referred to the reprofiling of 
a number of schemes including the Children’s Inclusion Strategy.  The report 
mentioned a significant delay of up to 2 years for the implementation of this scheme.  
He felt it would be helpful to have an insight into the likely negative consequences of 
this, and also an explanation of how the risks of this delay would be mitigated.

Mr Thornton agreed to provide a written response to this question.

RESOLVED, that Council

(1) approve the reprofiling of £12.136m from the 2020/21 Capital Programme 
into future years, as detailed in para 4.5;

(2) approve the addition of £3.805m of new schemes to the 2020/21-2024/25 
Capital Programme, as detailed in para 4.6.;

(3) note the Revised Capital Programme 2021/22 to 2024/2025 of 
£463.916m.

110 TREASURY MANAGEMENT – ANNUAL REPORT 2019/20

The Deputy Leader presented the Treasury Management Annual Report 2019/20 to 
Council, which detailed treasury management activities during 2019/20.

It highlighted performance during the year and provided a record of activities 
undertaken to demonstrate that officers had properly fulfilled their responsibilities, as 
laid down in the Annual Strategy 2019/20 agreed by Full Council in February 2019. 
The report was important as it provided information that enabled Members to review 
the treasury management function, its effectiveness and compliance with policies 
and objectives. 

Despite ongoing volatility in the markets and in economic expectations, investment 
borrowing and investment activity was undertaken in accordance with the strategy 
and this resulted in a net interest budget outperformance (i.e. underspend) of 
£2.404m for 2019/20.  This outperformance was achieved within all prudential limits 
whilst also maintaining the Council’s prudent strategy regarding investment 
counterparties.
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RESOLVED, that Council notes the annual treasury management report for 
2019/20; and the year-end position for the Prudential Indicators 
2019/20 and full compliance with the Council’s treasury 
management policies and practices during the year.

111 2019/20 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRE LOCAL PENSION BOARD

Mr K Little declared a pecuniary interest in this item as he was a recipient of a Fire 
Service Pension.  He took no part in the meeting during discussion of this item.

County Council considered a report from Cabinet Member for Customer, 
Transformation and Fire and Rescue.  The report was presented by Mr Lamb,  who 
was a Board member, and introduced the Annual Report of the Cumbria Fire Local 
Pension Board 2019/20.  

The Cumbria Fire Local Pension Board was required to report on its activities to the 
Council, and the Annual Report of the Cumbria Fire Local Pension Board 2019/20 
detailed developments of the Board and its activities during the year.

Where the Cumbria Fire Local Pension Board was concerned that due consideration 
had not been given to matters of non-compliance, the Board may submit a report for 
consideration by the Audit and Assurance Committee as the body designated by the 
Scheme Manager with the capacity to investigate such matters on its behalf.  There 
had been no matters raised with the Audit and Assurance Committee.

RESOLVED, that members note the Annual Report of the Cumbria Fire Local 
Pension Board. 

112 CONSTITUTION REVIEW GROUP

Members considered a report by the Leader of the Council, which set out proposed 
changes to the membership of Cumbria Health and Wellbeing Board to reflect 
changes in the health organisational landscape and the need to ensure the 
relationship between health and wellbeing and the criminal justice systems was 
reflected.  

This report also set out details of changes to the Constitution made by the Chief 
Legal Officer under her delegated powers.  These make certain temporary changes 
to the Constitution which applied to meetings of the Council held remotely during the 
coronavirus pandemic and minor changes to the terms of reference of the Cumbria 
Fire Local Pension Board to correct some errors. 

In 2018 the Health and Wellbeing Board revised its terms of reference to include 
providers of health care as members of the Board.  Since then there had been 
considerable organisational change in the NHS environment.  It was therefore 
proposed to revise the terms of reference of the Board to reflect these changes and 
to ensure that the current NHS providers who operated in Cumbria were 
represented on the Board.  The Leader also explained the background to the 
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appointment of the Chief Constable to the Board, and informed members that the 
Cumbria County Council Cabinet Member for Schools and Learning had also been 
added.

As a result of Covid-19 and the introduction of new regulations allowing for meetings 
to be held remotely until 7 May 2021 consequential amendments were required to 
the Constitution to allow attendance at meetings by members and the public to be 
by remote means, and for the publication of notices in electronic form.  These 
amendments were temporary and would only apply until 7 May 2021.

The Leader also informed Council of proposed changes to the terms of reference for 
the Cumbria Local Pension Board, and the appointment panel for the board. 

Mrs Mallinson asked the Leader whether one district council member on the Health 
and Wellbeing Board was sufficient and wondered whether in fact all district councils 
should be represented.

The Leader responded to say that when the Health and Wellbeing Board was 
originally set up all six districts were represented.  An independent review then took 
place which recommended that the role of the Public Health Alliance be increased, 
on which all of the district and borough councils were represented.  The review had 
highlighted that district council responsibilities were aligned more with the Public 
Health Alliance than the Health and Wellbeing  Board, which resulted in the number 
of district council representatives being changed to a single member.  The Leader 
felt that any further changes to local authority representation should be left until after 
a decision had been made on local government reorganisation in Cumbria.

Many members spoke in support of continuing with the holding of remote meetings 
in the future for informal meetings of the council.  They felt that the County Council 
should now take the opportunity to consider how this technology may be used going 
forward, as it would save travel time and costs associated with both members and 
officers when attending meetings. 

However, some concerns were raised about the use of technology for remote 
meetings for those people suffering from disabilities.  Members did not want to move 
to new ways of working that would exclude groups with disabilities from taking part.   
It was suggested that further investigation be carried out into the equality of access 
for remote meetings. 

The Leader of the Council responded to say that he supported the suggestion that 
remote meetings should be continued for the county council informal meetings. 
However, any future changes to formal meetings of local authorities beyond May 
2021 would require changes to legislation.

The Leader invited Scrutiny Management Board to consider holding a Task & Finish 
Group to consider how the council might make use of virtual meetings going 
forward, whilst preserving opportunities of equality for all.



11

RESOLVED, that Members 

(1) Approve the changes to the Terms of Reference of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board Part 2F as set out in Appendix 1;

(2) Note the changes to the Constitution by way of an addition of an Annex to 
the Constitution Part 5J to make temporary changes to the Constitution to 
cater for remote meetings as set out in Appendix 2;

(3) Note the changes to the Terms of Reference of the Cumbria Fire Local 
Pension Board Part 2Q as set out in Appendix 3.

113 SCRUTINY UPDATE REPORT

The Chair of Scrutiny Management Board presented a report which updated Council 
on the work of Scrutiny and any issues and developments that have occurred since 
the last meeting of the County Council. 

The Scrutiny Annual Report for 2019/20 was circulated to all Members in spring, 
following the cancellation of the Council meeting in April where the report would 
normally have been presented. The report outlines scrutiny activity throughout 
2019/20 and the impact it has had.

The Chair informed members that on 19 August, a session to which all non-
executive Members were invited was held for briefing and discussion on issues 
relating to local government reform.  At this session, a number of issues were 
identified for the focus of Scrutiny engagement in relation to this issue over the 
coming weeks and months.  A scope for task and finish scrutiny activity throughout 
the autumn would be considered by SMB on 10 September, and the Scrutiny Work 
Programme would be updated to reflect the agreed activity.

In early October, Scrutiny would hold the first of a number of activities for all non-
executive Members over the coming months to input into the Council’s strategic 
planning.

The Chair of Scrutiny Management Board welcomed the opportunity of a Task and 
Finish Group to consider how the council might make use of virtual meetings going 
forward.

RESOLVED, that the report be received and noted.

114 QUESTIONS

Mr Airey asked the Leader to join him in thanking the Government for the substantial 
financial assistance given to Cumbria County Council during the Covid 19 
pandemic, which was in the region of £30m, and he also asked the Leader for 
comment in terms of the economic value and regeneration of Government schemes 
such as Eat Out, and Furlough  Business Rate Relief.
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The Leader responded to say that the costs of dealing with the consequences of 
Coronavirus have been enormous and all local authorities have had to incur 
additional expenditure to deal with this, as well as suffering a loss of income.  
However, he did acknowledge and welcome the support the Government had so far 
provided for Cumbria and outlined the details of this for members.

In terms of the wider economic recovery for Cumbria the Leader said this would be 
a challenge and informed members that the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) was 
leading on this.  

Mr M Wilson asked the Cabinet Member for Environment for an update on the 
reopening of Household Waste Recycling Centres, and the potential removal of 
restrictions and the introduction of a booking system for these.

The Cabinet Member responded to say that the HWRC in Cumbria were operated 
by Renewi on behalf of the County Council. The 14 sites had been managed under 
temporary restricted conditions since reopening in May 2020, to allow for the safe 
running of the sites, whilst maintaining social distancing measures.  
 
On Monday 14 September, all HWRC sites would resume operation with the normal 
restrictions in place.  She confirmed that social distancing measures would still be 
implemented for both staff and customers.

Mr Cook informed members that he had received an email from a member of the 
public concerned about the disproportionate restrictions for visiting relatives with 
dementia in care homes.  He asked the Cabinet Member for Health and Care 
Services if the visiting policy in care homes was flexible enough to meet people’s 
individual needs.

The Cabinet Member responded to say that a Cumbria wide visiting policy for care 
homes was agreed by the SCG Care Home Sub Group and the Health Protection 
Board on the 6 July 2020.  This allowed for social distanced visiting to all care 
homes and supported living homes from that date.  This policy had been adopted by 
both Cumbria Care and all independent providers.  For the majority most visits were 
held outdoors and were sadly weather dependent.  More permanent solutions were 
currently being developed so that visiting could continue into the winter.  If residents 
were not well enough to go outdoors, a risk assessment and appropriate PPE kit 
should be available to allow visits indoors.  For those living with dementia there was 
a need to balance their health and wellbeing with the potential Covid 19 
transmission risk and more frequent visiting arrangements were in place.

Mr Betton asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport about the 
situation in relation to school buses for the new Newman School.  He had concerns 
about the cost of the bus, and the number of children allowed on them to enable 
social distancing rules to be applied.  He asked the portfolio holder to give an 
update on this.

The Cabinet Member replied to say that Newman School was a faith school and that 
since 2015 when the school transferred to the temporary site at Harraby the school 
had been subsidising school buses, but these subsidies had ended when the school 
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transferred to its new permanent site. The Government had provided further funding 
for children getting back into school, as with the Covid 19 restrictions they were 
unable to travel to school on public buses that contained other passengers, which 
had created difficulties for many young people trying to get to school.  The Cabinet 
Member confirmed that the needs were being met, at this time, for all young people 
who were entitled to travel subsidy, and for whom Cumbria County Council was 
responsible.

Officers of the County Council were working closely with both the school and the 
service providers, but the provision of buses was a commercial activity.  Cumbria 
County Council would, however, continue to work with others to try to resolve this 
challenging situation. 
    
Mr Bingham asked the Cabinet Member for Public Health and Community Services 
about the installation of hand sanitisers in Cumbria County Council buildings.  At the 
previous meeting of  the County Council held on 13 February 2020.  Mr Roberts 
asked whether the portfolio holder agreed that hand gel dispensers should be 
installed in council buildings across the county, for the safety of the members of the 
public and staff who used these buildings.  At the meeting members were told this 
was being looked at by facilities management.  However, in the meantime, as the 
situation escalated everywhere sold out of hand gel.  Mr Bingham felt the County 
Council should have provided a quicker response to deal with this emerging issue 
instead of a bureaucratic one.

The Cabinet Member agreed to provide Mr Bingham with a written response.

Ms Driver commented that she was aware of a restructure currently taking place 
within the Health Service without any legislation and with little or no public debate, 
and far reaching changes would be made as a result.  She detailed the possible 
changes and then asked the Leader of the Council, as Chair of the Health and 
Wellbeing Board for his view on how he thought these changes might affect the 
residents of Cumbria.

The Leader responded to say that this was touched on at the last meeting of the 
Health and Wellbeing Board, where concerns were raised.  These concerns were 
about the pace of the changes and the fact that this was being done without any 
legislation to underpin it.

Mr Hughes asked the Leader of the Council if the Government had provided the 
County Council with adequate advice, and/or resource or any prediction of possible 
scenarios to help the authority through the possible no trade deal exit from the 
Brexit transition period.  

The Leader replied to say that the short answer was no. The expectation had 
previously been that this would be a painless exit, as the deal was almost ‘shovel 
ready’.  However, this now did not appear to be the case.  The situation had 
currently been moved up the priority list in the County Council’s risk register.  This 
could affect lots of trade sectors going forward.
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Mr Whiteside was aware that Highways England was moving forward with proposals 
to improve junctions on the A595, and he asked the Cabinet Member for Highways 
and Transport whether he had a view on the importance of improving junctions 
along the A595, and what this council would do to move forward the need for 
improvements on the A595 at Grizebeck.

The Cabinet Member replied to say that the County Council would continue to work 
with Highways England as there were a number of pressing issues along the A595.  
He was sure the Leader would be raising this matter with the Secretary of State  
when they met later this week.

Dr Lockney raised the issue of the recent announcement from the BBC about the 
restructure of local radio stations, and asked the Leader whether he agreed that this 
was particularly problematic for a county such as Cumbria, and whether there was 
anything which could be done to protect this vital service. 

The Leader responded to say that he did agree and was particularly concerned that 
as part of these cuts, that local radio was going to be greatly affected.  He would be 
writing to the Director of Nations and Regions and the Director of England to raise 
these concerns and he hoped he would have the full support of all members with 
this.  
 
Mr Collins asked the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport what would 
happen if Cumbria County Council failed to spend the additional highways money 
from Government due to delays cause by inclement weather.

Mr Little confirmed that in the past the Department of Transport had always been 
sympathetic to delays caused by severe weather conditions, and had allowed 
Cumbria County Council to carry funding forward.  He hoped this would be the case 
this year.

Mr Turner raised concerns about the recurring problem of School Transport in the 
Copeland area with the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport.  He asked if 
the Cabinet Member would be willing to work with himself and other members of 
Copeland Local Committee to broker a solution.

The Cabinet Member agreed he would be willing to work with Copeland Local 
Committee on this.

Mr Lamb asked the Leader of the Council whether he intended to apologise to the 
council for his behaviour in his tirade on Twitter on 4 April 2020.

The Leader responded to say that he felt on this occasion he may have responded 
more forcefully than usual, but this was not without provocation.  He did not intend 
to issue an apology.

Mr Hogg did not feel this was an appropriate issue to be raised at full council, he 
said this correct process for raising issues such as this was through the County 
Council’s Standards Board. 



15

The Monitoring Officer confirmed that the appropriate method for this would be 
through the Standards Board.  However, on this occasion the question had been 
answered.

Mr Brereton asked what actions the County Council was taking to ensure 
applications for blue badge renewals were being dealt with in an efficient and 
effective way.  If staff were still working at home what plans were in place to ensure 
those with blue badges got their replacement badges in a timely manner.  He was 
aware that one of his constituents had received a message to say that his new 
badge may not arrive before his old one expired.  This was unacceptable.

The Leader of the Council asked Mr Brereton to provide the details to officers so 
they could investigate, and he reassured Council that blue badge holders would not 
be penalised for delays due to changes in working practices.

Mr Dew had seen the recent high level proposition for reform of local government in 
Cumbria, which was proposing a single unitary authority for Cumbria.  He was 
concerned that this would result in the voice of local communities being given less 
opportunity to be heard.

The Leader responded by outlining the process for the possible reform of local 
government in Cumbria.  He felt it was the job of the elected representatives to raise 
issues on behalf of their local communities, and reassured Council that there was 
ample opportunity through reorganisation to ensure strong local leadership via a 
network of parish and town councils with devolved powers. 

Mr Shirley asked the Leader of Council whether he felt the place projects for 
Cumbria planned as part of the Borderland Growth Projects would be better dealt 
with in the local areas rather than by Carlisle.

The Leader replied to say that although the officers that would be supporting the 6 
place projects would be based in Carlisle, they would be working closely with 
members and partners in the local areas.

The Chair thanked all members for their questions and the meeting then adjourned 
at 1pm and reconvened at 1.10pm 

115 MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

(A) Cumbria Pensions Committee

RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting of Cumbria Pensions Committee 
held on 13 March 2020 and the draft minutes of the meeting held on 
23 June 2020 be received and noted.
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(B) Audit and Assurance Committee

RESOLVED, that the draft minutes of the meeting of the Audit and Assurance 
Committee held on 29 July 2020 be received and noted.

116 URGENCY PROVISIONS

Members had before them a report from the Leader of the Council, which informed 
members of the circumstances in which urgent decisions had been taken in line with 
the Council’s Constitution since the last meeting of the Council.

Since the meeting of Council held on 13 February 2020, there have been a number 
of urgent decisions taken by the Chief Executive and Executive Directors, most in 
response to the Covid 19 Pandemic. All of these decisions are set out in Appendix 1 
of the report.

RESOLVED, that the report be received and noted.

117 NOTICE OF MOTIONS

There were no notices of motion on this occasion.
 

118 SPEECHES

Mr Ellis gave a speech on the proposed Kingmoor Energy from Waste Plant.

Mr N Hughes gave a speech on remote meetings.

The meeting ended at 1.40 pm


